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On Sept. 18, the US Senate approved the Cuba Democracy Act, aimed at tightening the economic
embargo against Cuba. The vote was 61 to 24. The Act was attached to a US$274 billion defense
authorization bill. The initiative, originally introduced by Rep. Robert Torricelli (D-NJ) in the House
of Representatives, was adopted in the Senate by Sen. Connie Mack (R-FL). (For previous coverage
see NotiSur 06/10/92, 08/11/92.) The legislation prohibits trade with Cuba by US subsidiaries
located in third countries, forbids ships which have transported goods to Cuba from entering US
ports for a six-month period, and makes any country that provides assistance to Cuba subject to
economic sanctions, including the suspension of US aid or removal from debt forgiveness programs.
The legislation also offers the possibility of improved telephone communications with Cuba and
shipments of medical aid to the island if the Cuban government allows US inspectors to monitor
such deliveries. The measure also stipulates that the embargo can be lifted only when the president
of the US certifies before Congress the holding of free elections, implementation of free market
reforms and respect for human rights in Cuba. Following Senate approval, Torricelli told reporters
"This is the first real strengthening of American resolve against Castro since the embargo was
enacted 30 years ago...My guess is that the ground is shaking in Havana." According to Torricelli,
foreign trade losses for Cuba resulting from the measure could amount to as much as US$400
million. Sen. Christopher Dodd (D-Conn.) said the act "is unwise. It is bad policy. We are inflicting
wounds on ourselves without doing any damage whatsoever to the Castro government." According
to Dodd, subsidiaries of at least 70 US companies will be negatively affected. On Sept. 24, in a
276-135 vote, the House of Representatives approved the Torricelli bill. The Cuba Democracy Act
will now go to a joint committee for reconciliation of the House and Senate versions. On Sept. 25,
Canadian Foreign Ministry spokesperson Denis Boulet called the decision to extend the embargo to
US subsidiaries in third countries "unacceptable." He added, "this represents the extra-territorial
application of a US law which would usurp a company's right to do business in accordance with
Canadian trade laws." Canada maintains diplomatic and trade relations with Cuba. Boulet said
Canadian-based companies export an average of between US$20 million and $33 million of goods to
Cuba each year and that US subsidiaries account for "a significant portion" of this amount. [Sources:
Reuter, 09/18/92, 09/19/92, 09/24/92; Associated Press, United Press International, 09/24/92; The
Jersey Journal (New Jersey, US), 09/21/92, 09/25/92; Spanish news service EFE, 09/18/92, 09/24/92,
09/25/92; Agence France-Presse, 09/24/92, 09/25/92]
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